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Hon. Mrs. Adejoke Orelope –Adefulire 
Deputy Governor, Lagos State 
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Va len t i na  H a l im  i s  t he  CEO  o f  H avensga te  Produ c t i ons  L td  and  
Ed i to r  o f  H ave n  A f r i ca .  Sh e ’ s  a l so  t h e  P R  &  M arke t i n g  Exe cu t i ve  
o f  Eko  A t l an t i c  and  Ed i to r  o f  S i l v e rb i rd ’ s  En te r t a inm en t  W eek ly  
M agaz ine .  

Welcome to the inaugural edition of the 
Leading Woman Conference (LWC). LWC is 
an energetic, bold experience that 
is packed with personal and professional 
development power.  
 
Attending this conference is an investment – 
an investment in you, your career / 
business.  
 
The Leading Woman Conference delivers 
relevant, practical, implementable content, 
strategies, tools and action steps to help 
you accelerate your success in every area of 
your life – finances, health, self-care, 
business, career, and relationships. 
 
You won’t just leave motivated and 
inspired, you will leave equipped. Equipped 
with the step-by-step process to carry out 
your plans for your most important goals. 

 
You will gain more knowledge, more 
connections and more actionable steps to 
boost your career and live your life in a 
more confident, yet holistic way. 
 
I thank you for taking the time out of your 
busy schedules to attend this conference 
and may the rest of 2013 and 2014 bring 
forth more opportunities and success in your 
endeavors. 
 
Sincerely, 

WELCOME NOTE 

“Outstanding leaders go out of 
their way to boost the self-
esteem of their personnel. If 
people believe in themselves, it’s 
amazing what they can 

accomplish”. — Sam Walton 

Valentina Halim 
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The Leading Woman Conference is an energetic, 
bold experience that is packed with personal and 
professional development power organized by 
Haven Africa and offers a unique mix of learning 
from inspirational keynote speakers, mingling 
with other like-minded aspiring women. 

Haven Africa is an online magazine, which was established in 2009 by 
Havensgate Productions Ltd to promote Africa and Africans. Its Corporate 
Communications Division handles, Public Relations, Branding, Corporate 
and Strategic Communication. 

OUR MISSION FOR LEADING WOMEN 
To empower a new generation of women ready to take up leadership roles 
at the workplace, promote community development, and enhance 
interpersonal and intrapersonal relationships, while building self-esteem 
and overall appearance. 
  

OUR VISION FOR LEADING WOMEN 
To promote better workforce, communities and homes by encouraging 
women to bring their vision and leadership, knowledge and skills, views 
and aspirations into the development stream. 
 
LWC aims to help you; 

• Create a bigger vision for yourself. 
• Learn the strategies to make it happen. 
• Design an action plan to get the results you want. 
• Connect with other women who will become part of your 

network 
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NDIDI NWUNELI 

Serial entrepreneur Ndidi Nwuneli is one of the World Economic Forum’s 
Young Global Leaders. 
 
In 2002 she founded LEAP Africa, to provide leadership, ethics & 
management coaching for youth, business owners, social    
entrepreneurs and the public sector. The following year she launched   
a non-profit, NIA (Ndu - Life; Ike - Strength; Akunuba - Wealth),   
with the aim of empowering female university students to achieve   
their highest potential in life. 
  
Ndidi is also co-founder of AACE Foods, an indigenous agro-processing 
company, and a director of Sahel Capital Partners, a leading advisory firm 
focused on the agribusiness and manufacturing sectors. 

ARC. YINKA WILLIAMS 

She qualified as an Architect from the prestigious Ahmadu Bello University in 
Zaria obtaining both her first and second degrees in 1984 and1986 
respectively. She joined her Father’s practice, Fola Alade Associates in 1987 
during which she was involved in the design of major projects such as the West 
African Portland Cement Company (WAPCO) from the inception of the project 
until completion. She was a part of the design team for the Federal Secretariat 
(Fola Alade Prototype) in the Ministries Zone of the FCT among many projects. 
She was also responsible for the design of the multi-storey car park on that 
project which is still in use.  
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL GUEST & KEY NOTE SPEAKER 
- HON. VICTORIA ADEFULIRE 
 
Hon. Victoria Adejoke Orelope-Adefulire is an 
administrator, social worker, politician and Princess of 
the Royal Family in Lagos State and was born some 
52years ago. she has behind her a long history of great 
achievements through her passion, commitment and 
dedication to public service. 
 
���More than 2 decades sojourn in politics, she carved a 
niche for herself as an accomplished grassroots politician 

In 1999, when Nigeria returned to democratic governance, Hon. Orelope-Adefulire was 
appointed Electoral Commissioner in Lagos State by the Lagos State Independent Electoral 
Commission (LASIEC). She held this position until 2003, when she was appointed 
Honourable Commissioner for Women Affairs and Poverty Alleviation by the immediate past 
administration of Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu.  It is on record that Hon Orelope-Adefulire 
was the first to introduce skills acquisition training programs for young unemployed in Lagos 
State.  Her passion for youth development led to the establishment of 17 Skill Acquisition 
Training Centres in Lagos State, which she started in Year 2004. About 9, 000 beneficiaries 
graduate annually from the centres. Her commitment to Women Development and her belief 
in economic empowerment for women to reduce the incidence of domestic violence 
facilitated the grassroots women vocational training programme, cooperative formation and 
medical examination for women.  As at today, hundreds of thousands of women in Lagos 
State are benefitting from these various social welfare and health-related interventions 
initiated by this compassionate political Amazon. 

SPEAKERS 
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TEWA ONASANYA 

Tewa Onasanya hold a BSc in Pharmacology from the University of 
Portsmouth, UK and is the CEO of Exquisite Magazine Services Ltd, the 
publishers of Exquisite Magazine a Fashion, Beauty and Lifestyle 
Magazine for today’s woman. 

Exquisite organised the exquisite fashion parties held every July and 
now called the Exquisite Magazine against Cancer Walk every 
September, an event aimed at increasing the awareness and free 
screening for cervical and breast cancer. At these events, women are 
screened free of charge for these cancers. In 2009, exquisite magazine 
started an only female awards ceremony held every year called the 
exquisite lady of the year awards. The ELOY award is aimed at 
celebrating women of excellence in different fields. 

YETUNDE ALLEN 

She is a disciplined serial entrepreneur with 27 years experience 
spanning fashion, furniture, publicity, retail, real estate; and in the past 
10years entrepreneurship development. Her varied experience has 
been through the enterprise value chain from the bottom up all the way 
to creating a Top 10 national Brand in its supply, retail and 
manufacturing space. She is adept at entrepreneurial activity and grew 
her business to both an asset base and annual turnover 300 times its 
start up capital within 10years; with no financial support. She also 
created a wealth portfolio 20 times its start-up investment within 3years. 
She is as conversant with handling heavy-duty machinery, being on a 
catwalk or a construction site as she is with international investment 
banking and global compliance standards. 
 
She has mainstreamed her entrepreneurial experiences into a holistic 
business support ecosystem with a vision to support 1million 
entrepreneurs, the female Gender being a significant target group. She 
reached 16,000 entrepreneurs within 3 years of its test phase at a cost 
no higher than NGN 5,000 Naira (USD $32 dollars) per head paid by 
any entrepreneur.  
 
She believes in numbers, data and research as a foundation for 
strategic decision-making and has been involved in reviewing Nigeria’s 
National MSME Policy for the Federal Government.  
 

 
A multi-faceted Architect, she and two fellow Architects set up 
Constrad Multi Concepts to facilitate trade shows, and numerous 
construction events that would kindle face to face marketing and 
maintain a wholesome business network in the industry. 
 
Yinka has always remained in the practice of Architecture alongside 
her numerous other interests all through her career. She recently re-
branded her father’s practice, Fola Alade Associates which she now 
manages. She serves as the Chairman of the Building Committee of 
the Nigerian Girl Guides Association, from 2011 till date.  
 
She has served on many building Committees including the Mothers’ 
Union of the Anglican Diocese of Nigeria, This Present House 
(Church), Lekki. She is a Director of Savant Integrated Concepts, a 
foremost Project Management firm.  SPEAKERS 
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FADE OGUNRO 

Fade Ogunro is a TV Producer and co-owner of FILM FACTORY, Africa's 
premier TV production house. Every weekend she hosts her Radio show 
on THEBEAT99.9FM, the number one Radio Station in West Africa and is 
a co-host of the TV show, GLAM REPORT TV. 
Fade Ogunro is the third of four children from Ekiti State. She is a radio 
presenter for the Beat 99.9FM, a tv producer, occasionally a freelance 
journalist....and she can now add TV presenter to the list, thanks to Glam 
Report TV. She grew up in Media and Entertainment as her father and 
brother are both in the industry. 

She studied for a degree in journalism and creative writing in Roehampton 
University, UK. She and her older brother Sesan have produced various tv 

TAIWO AJAI-LYCETT 

Taiwo has performed in many leading theatres in the UK, such as the 
Traverse Theatre at the Edinburgh International Festival; the Gaiety 
Theatre, at the Dublin International Theatre Festival; The Bristol Old Vic; 
The Hampstead Theatre Club; the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, in 
Richard Wagner’s Tannhauser; The Royal Court Theatre; The Palace 
Theatre, Westcliffe; and The Mercury Theatre, Colchester. She has also 
appeared in numerous UK Television drama productions for the BBC (TV 
& Radio Drama), ATV, Granada, COI, ILEA and Thames Television.  She 
had a film appearance in the film A WARM DECEMBER starring and 
directed by iconic Oscar winner, Sidney Poitier. 
 
She appeared recently, in July, 2007, at the Almeida Theatre in the 
Almeida Opera’s & Streetwise production, Critical Mass, directed by 
Emma Bernard and Composer Orlando Gough. 
 
 Her stage appearances in Nigeria and on Nigerian National Television 
include, Song of a Goat by J P Clark; Wole Soyinka’s Death and the 
King’s Horseman; The Lion and the Jewel; Wale Ogunyemi’s The Divorce; 
Fred Agbeyegbe’s The King Must Dance Naked; Wole Oguntokun’s The 
Inheritors and Arnold Weskers’ Shylock. You may also remember her in 
an episode of some mothers do have them. 

In 1978, in Lagos, Nigeria, Taiwo and her late husband, Thomas Aldridge 
Lycett, a former Shell marketing communication executive, founded 
Partnership Advertising Limited and Taiwo Ajai Communications (Public 
Relations) – marketing communications consultancy outfits. After her 
husband's death in 1993 she founded Talhouse Private Schools and 
Talhouse Worldwide Limited for the promotion of the Arts and the training 
and nurturing young artists. 

SPEAKERS 
She also contributed in 2012 to the first Policy on Increasing Access to 
Finance for Women in Africa, under the MFW4A (Making Finance Work for 
Africa) Group. 
 
From her keen interest in Financial Literacy she is working on a holistic 
SME capacity-building intervention to be complemented by an MSME 
Mega-Fund. This intervention is designed to address the meso, macro & 
micro ‘disconnects’ which have been responsible for intervention shortfalls 
to any scale of large numbers.  
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MARY AKPOBOME 

At Heritage Bank, she is the Executive Director - Ivory Banking, 
overseeing Retail & Personal Banking, E-Banking, SME Development 
and Private Wealth Management Divisions. 
 
A woman with an eagle eye for growth opportunities, Mrs. Akpobome 
has made tough but sound business decisions that revolutionized the 
banking business and generated substantial profits for shareholders 
from her days at Citizens Bank and Bank PHB (where she resigned as 
an executive director designate). 
 
Her achievements started with an MBA from the University of Lagos. 
She has other professional certificates earned from prestigious 
institutions including The Lagos Business School, Institute of 
Management Development, Lausanne, Switzerland and the European 
Marketing Research Centre, Brussels; to name a few. 
 
 Mary is a well-decorated banking veteran with several medals under 
her belt including the prestigious Certificate Of Recognition for her 
leadership and contribution to the advancement of Nigeria-by-Nigeria 
Professional International (NIPRO) plus an outstanding regional director 

SPEAKERS 

ADETOKUNBO AGBESANWA 

Her father chief Adekunle Tobun, was a public servant who held various 
political appointments in Lagos State including being an ex 
governorship aspirant in the third republic and the Lagos state 
commissioner for information . Her mother, late Major Moji Adekunle 
was the first female presidential aspirant in Nigeria and founder of a 
political party- Masses Movement of Nigeria. 
 
Adetokunbo Agbesanwa attended Lagos state University to obtain a 
B.sc Hons degree in Political Science in 1990. She obtained a Masters 
degree in International law and Diplomacy from the University of Lagos 
in 1992. She was a member of JAYCEEs and Amnesty International. 
  
She was the first General Secretary of the National Unity 
Promoters(N.U.P) in 1990 ,a political group formed to take over power 
from the then autocratic Abacha led Military regime. She later became 
the First General Secretary and founding member of the Masses 
Movement of Nigeria in 1992. She wrote three books during this period 
cataloging the events of that era and managed the newspaper ' Masses 
Voice'. 
  
She started her career in the Lagos State Public Service in 1994 as 
Administrative Officer and withdrew after 12years of meritorious service 
in 2006. 

She is a Member of the Editorial Board of Nigeria’s Media Review, and 
has been for the last fourteen years, a Member of the Award Nominating 
Panels of both The Nigerian Media Merit Award (NMMA) and the 
Diamond Awards for Media Excellence (DAME). 
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Mrs Agbesanwa went into the corporate world on a part time basis while 
becoming engaged in active politics. She was co-ordinator of Projects 
and consultant for a successful horticultural firm- Taison Horticulture 
located on Admiralty way lekki phase I. 
 
She became Financial Secretary and later General Secretary of the 
Association of Lagos State Indigenes (ALSI) in year 2007 and held the 
position creditably for 5 years. She was the first female President of a 
socio religious group of Youths- The Christ Ambassadors BAHM 
Church Surulere and held the position for 6 years . 
  
She has contested various political positions and has held political 
appointments. She is a member of the All Progressives Congress(APC) 
. She is currently a Senior Special Assistant to the Governor of Lagos 
State on Schools Advocacy having held the same advisory position in 
the Office of Secretary to State Government between 2008 to 2012. 
She is the founder of the Moji Adekunle Women Leadership foundation 
(MAWLF) in honour of her late mother and activist- Major Moji Adekunle 
Obasanjo. The foundation aims to assist Women aspiring to Leadership 
positions and those occupying such positions on how to combine good 
leadership qualities with being responsible parents and good overall 
managers. 

SPEAKERS 

VICTORIA IBITORU PEPPLE (MC /Anchor) 
 
She studied literature in English at the Lagos State 
University (LASU). 
 
Her first working experience was in banking, with the opportunity 
to join Silverbird television in 2008, she knew she didn’t belong to 
the banking industry but the media industry. 
 
At Silverbird, her flair for presenting and her originality saw her  
becoming actively involved in the presentation of two 
programmers: Top Ten & Today on STV. 
 
Victoria Pepple has been nominated for several awards and has   
won a few. ELOY Female Presenter of the year award 2010 and 
in 2011, she bagged two awards as TV Female Personality of the 
year from Society, Entertainment and Style as well as City People. 
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9AM – 10AM:                GUESTS ARRIVAL / REGISTRATION 
 
10AM – 10.10AM:         WELCOME REMARKS BY FOUNDER OF HAVEN AFRICA 
 

      10.10AM – 10.30AM:     Economic Benefits of Women Empowerment and the secrets of successful  
                                                  leadership. – Deputy  Governor of Lagos, Hon. Adefulire (Key Note   
                                               Speaker) 
 

10.30AM – 10.50 AM:  Keys to successful entrepreneurship in the legal profession – empowering  
                                          women to lead change in the legal field – Justice Augie 
 
10.50AM – 11.10AM:    The Keys to Expression: Total Image - Change the Way the World Looks at  
                                           You – Taiwo Ajai Lycett 
 
11.10AM – 11.30AM:     The Keys to Successful Networking and Effective Communication – Fade  
                                         Ogunro 
 
11.30AM – NOON:        Q & A 
 
NOON – 12.30PM:        TEA BREAK 
 
12.30PM – 12.50PM:    How to build lasting partnerships. Ndidi Nwuneli 
 
12.50PM – 1.10PM:       Strategies for success. The key tools to possess as people first, then women   
                                           to succeed in a man’s world. – Arc. Yinka Williams 
 
1.10PM – 1.30PM:          Inspiration, strategies and tips to build your personal brand and expand  
                                           your professional and personal success. Tewa Onansanya 
 
1.30PM – 1.50PM:         Keys to smart business growth: The Secrets of business success.”– Mary  
                                         Akpobome 
 
1.50PM TO 2.10PM:      Microfinance & Empowerment from a Woman’s Perspective – Yetunde  
                                         Allen 
 
2.10PM – 2.30PM:        Women economic empowerment in Nigeria – How can we do more?   
                                           Adetokunbo Agbesanwa 
 
2.30PM – 3.00PM:        Q & A 
 
3.00PM:                           CLOSING REMARKS / AWARDS 

LWC 2013 SCHEDULE 
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HAVEN AFRICA 
Havensgate Productions Ltd. 

7th Floor Mulliner Towers 
39 Alfred Rewane Street 

Ikoyi, Lagos 
Phone: +234 (01) 8244004 

Website: www.havenafrica.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/HAVEN.AFRICA 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/HavenAfrica 


